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Chapter One »Emh.nj the past

pEH)LE&. mheéhu rau,qh, ama&fzh,
.sh.m.j or dull. Tove always been
Fascinakbed by them. I remember
my First special stane. I nomed
ik abter rEo,d.mj o 5|:arH by the
aakhor 3h4rl&3 Hujhl‘.j. She wrote
books aboul a small boy called
Alfie and. one of bhe Stories
LuuslBGnliiﬂjl- It 15 oabowt how
o b-:::j Finds o skone he Likes,
He asks his mum bo make
clothes for b and Keeps it !“fj
his bed in o smatl box. He

colls b Eunfzinj .

Mﬂ skone 15 called Bonking.
Sharkly afteruwerds I found
anobher store aad colled b Ben,
Although Ehis wes when 1 was
bheee years old., gﬂnEmﬂ anc Ben
skill have o special ploce in my
collection.

Beaches, whabhar grubby or
gronel, Slimy or shing  you can
“i‘”";‘j‘" Fond shones. Whakever bewch
I mey hove been bo, I've r.'r.Lwa.\'jb
token home rocks - big, small,
Long , koLl The colleckion grew
and. grew and GREW/!
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Cha.pte.r Two ~ Purple Poinks .

%i'ninﬁ,sl.-'bte.nnj,mrptﬁ poinks of n.methjsi::. e bhe c,rjsba.i.s which
twbeh MJ E&E..

While i:.mv-v:i..LmS From  Toronbo to Winnipeg Mum wnd Dad pass
wn n.me.BhH:.b mine near 1| hander Bcu., in Concda. I Bhink

L remember bhe sparkle cnd excitement of looking For bhe
amebhysks in bhe quarrg. My mum Likes bo bell everyone whab I
soadk whan [ was there, Mum, ded, we're rich!" Well, I was only

(..u..n nd.ﬂ.
kﬂ,ﬂ

!. Tc-mﬂjcﬂ
3. Winnipes
3- ﬂ'lu.nd. gr Baﬂ

Amshhghl;s 'E!ELCIHS to bhe quarlz group oF muineeals. The purple
cobour 15 From bibwnium and iron. I read in a book bhab bhe
besk amelhysts come From geodes in wvolamc rock Fom
India, Urnguey and Brazil. A geode is a covity (which s
o hole) 1n o rock Filled with erystals. 1 am L:.u.kj enough
te hove w Lo.rgt &mehhgbl; gmdp_ Feom U"“S""c"&'
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gezed I fell in love with Gem Rock Musewsm. From every

1 i | §
I’.r'l';1|;f‘,|, Yo Lan -,I'u r'-.|sz gr !J Svery B wtra [ Lobhm k 0'r Lo ':' Lrl.u.i
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J
¢

4 cawe dars wnd noorrowr with Lrgsbals gieaning Gl I walkee bhesugh.

Yo wnll Fond ji.ﬂ~'1-¢5> raclér Chen mé and Crusbals ‘s-*..r~.-'.-ﬂ.j 1 RLorescent
ol

ll.p:j""\l-.

-, . . i . .
critid | nadpy . - un::-“l:'j Wt 9T MALINYS Lamk inba my menek =5 I entirace  bra
Tt -

shop. Dy potked money  was Spent.

¥ L - . | - _
Mgng botk home braem bra sams "-':.l'r-]-g.;] s r\-"-j chtenianment 1oweat Lo enolihee

manereel ML e e, |.'.-|:‘-.."_.L Canmung 4 b rrie S0 LMY, !L.F_l.l.-k-'-'--r.n.i. Codnbrus ik,
- N J

. . [ I - 1 1
oLl CHAFLE i 6 tar L rirse Do T ',,.h: arn gih, L TN .-_'pr_l.!.-i.-" I-L"'-ihr". LAty
o o o -

- | T [
b e il graans o gold, wELL [ opab oo e llicnmerre uet ! Oa iy séeond

thiok (};;,L SiRLELN Lrouas .



Wanbookhead wes o lead mining
arecn Gnd manj minerals ore
Founel thare. Apart From some
hoemabibe, barybe and galena
(which 5 leacl ore ), T Found
q_u&rt?_ anel qy.a.rtl onel
guarkz and cu_l,o.r'w. and. of

Loarge cLu.ur[} ran

ﬂ:‘-ﬂ- miracle abeut q'm."ti T
It s all different.

[ikrine e Bmwnﬂ orange Lo LHe pafnL} af crys.fm.i

Rack trjatu..l- — ':Lf.ur.f:t'nrn‘t} points

Hul_k‘lj QMrEL —  Solid, white aned ﬂh_‘;]:em'alﬂ
Rose q'u.arf',z. —  Piak and Sy tary

5mokj ch:nrtz —— Gr‘vj and cLu.:sJ;j-

ﬂmti:.l!jb'z ——— ﬂurplt po-'ntb

Cuarkz veins —  Rocks with L&jtrfp of quarkz

The ditferent variebies of quarbz shil amaze me.
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The :’.Qu.nﬁrﬂsr'dne. 15 W ad welteming, Duﬂ;inj my hand in bhe bare
[ pick up seme rocks oub Lhej tome all wek ond 5|m'n3.I Feel

hoppiness ond restlessness when ['m walking through bhe heatbher.
[ vant Lo make my home thare — oub in bhe open. I'm nob scared.

{ 'LJ;L[[.I, . My mum :,Ea:i ed with me!l

rﬂl vii:[[: ko f:'d-.inhu.l:tjll'!J{;, vistt ko o
musewm, & wvistk bo bl QOjﬂ.L

Museum of Seobland )

Rows of jlnsa cases hilled wibh
rocks, minerals and fossils.
All 5o ah!nj ond beoawbiFul.
T wish T losked afler them,
I wish I tould toweh thum,

Gold, ‘9n:m|: .:rjbta.ls wned “.l;ﬂr’.ﬂ;i,en¢£} _qe.m&ton% oangl JeLue,“.Equ raund

ond rownd I wa.UR 3&1&1& al Ever\jihj:::’,

Downstoics to bhe world of dinosaurs, skeletons of L‘.tho&amrm and
Anbrodemus . Evotution of mammals and man. Thn ko the new
bu]l.cf.fﬁﬁ anel .Be\g-nnl'nj_ﬁJ takes gow ti"lfﬂu-jh bha farm-rj

of Scotlond.

And lhen T had o thowght that struck me, & desizion was made,
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ﬁl"lﬂ-phl‘ [ﬂu.f' — ‘n’lﬂ. De.r.:sion

[ osked Yy mum, She suid yed . "Where shall we pub (b = in the
Jomes room ! Lt wil lake o bik of Hcl&ins outt Mo planned, we
{.LEhni-bL,.wL mowved new k'n|'ﬂ3,5 in ond we woved old l:hfﬂj:. gk -

|'I'I|L PALLS £ rr .

Th s o Lot of hard work being o curakor of o musewm. L had o
organise ry Specimens, label them ond cotalogue bhem, T had bo design
o leaflet, bickets and membership cards. [ hod bo wrile o bowr
guide and learn t to show people round.. I had to cL{pra.j o
childrenss ‘nformabtion area.T had bo make o shop with leaftets

June Rﬂhb’& mimml Husaum.

Then brere wus only one mare Lh{nj bo do — hind mwere places Lo collect.
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ﬂuuptﬂl’ Foee = E}LGL‘Ljﬂ-\ Riches

Scobland s Full of riches and I wank to go to visik everyuhere
for rock, mineral and Fossl I:-C.l“f{-tlﬂja Live Gr“l!.':l been to o few

pJﬂ.LEb .u_ni [ uJ.“ J;-e.” Hp.u, El:.nr'rﬁb Ham ﬁhree .:}I: mj w'sa'!;‘:.‘.

Barns Ness  hll of fossils and tascinabion. At Bams Ness
the Lu.mdsf_a,pﬁ. shows From when Scobland was ab the equator
Lhmu.j-lﬁ the [ce ﬁjL lihl'nu.jh to Frtbmt r:j.n_j. The fossils show

erinoi ds, productords and corals, The basic rock 15 Limestone,

which s o badfmenbm& rock made From the minerel caleilbe.

Caleibe 15 mestly made of broken up and poacked down sea
shells and skeletons of corals,

Sratland
ke.:j
o Borns Ness

3.. pre.ﬁf.a 3]

3. Old Mon of Sterr
erremr'j, B‘fj
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Gek wp tar[a in bthe morning, make the Sendwiches, pack bhe
rucksack and off we g0 with the Eir'nburjh Eg-e.ol.ﬂjicir. Sﬁﬂl.lﬂ%ﬂ
on o welk and bus ride following the UWhiteadder Ualer. Ab a
coadside Guarey on  bhe Gifford bto Duns road, we stopped bo
hunt For jra.pEﬂLu'E:E.S. ﬂ"n?.j are Found 1n beds of shale. Gmpi:pl.:’!:&_ﬁ
were animals which Lived in al.cof.onj. Fach jra.pﬁatite. Lived in o
cup-like house on a Skrip of mony. I think of b Like a block
of Hels with Little howses 5E£ckiﬂ out the sides. At Elbo, nocth
ob Preston there ace bheee  old copper mines. I love bhe idea of

F{rmh'r:a mines and wand to go in them bul [ cun be scored.

Once my mam convinces me ibors all rlﬂhh, [ wsually 4o in
and Lim &FLM‘L that T do, Lhith o haed hat and a toech, we
go into the Llast copper mine and [ Fnd my Fiest piece of
malach be. Malachibe 15 a green mineral found. in copper.
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Suth o smoll island with such & vast numbec of rocks, Saot’:aji&ks

find the Lsle of bkgf. iy Ecod place o &l}u@. It hides many secrebs
5. [t has some of the oldest rock From

about 3,000 million years ago. This is called Lew sian Gneiss

ob the past in ke roc
and 15 Found in the soubhern packt of Skjt-

ALLhMj‘n we boaced cound o lob of Skye., Trm going bo Lell You
about the Old Man of Storr and Beacrecary ﬂ-a‘j.

B'ﬂ; tall block of rock, .ﬁal:undu‘tﬂ on 1ts awn. The Old Man of Storr
was Formed by a landslide, The basalt rock crushed Lhe
Ertd.irnenl.m:j rock underneath mmi(r'rw the land move and r‘ormiﬁ
an anusual landecape,

T collected bosalt with stilbite and mesolibe in it These minecals
are bypes of zeolibes. Mesolibe is whibe, thin and moss-Like. Tt is
o beaubful and wnusual nrﬂ._-,!;al- Stilbite has [an_j thin shreaks with
o 3[01»@ shine.
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We  climbed down Lur:j narcow skeps. We putted and panted. AL lost
we come ko bhe rocks of BEMrEm{J E&j. We 30]’:. bold bhere weee

ammonibes and belemnibes ::L&ﬂ'r‘lj s 1n the eyes bub bhere wece
nob. Ion[.j tound ont port of an ammonibe and one belemnibe,

They are  not very good specimens bub I was glad [ had Found

somebhing after thab climb!

P&
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Chp&x Six = Debimtbe Definibions

Sizonzs, ruckﬁ, malm’.m].&r-gtmﬁ but whal are H\EJE MELE, bhe
definition of & mineal brom o d.ie.h[ana.,rj ibl, A mineral s

an inorﬂa,m'u.l!j Formed., nu.l.u.m,uﬂ omurn’nj, Sold subsbonce 7
This means m o simpler WOy ; that oo mineral 19 ﬁﬂLi.J-jﬁG!Er
Lving and Found on the earbh, Bub bhere are some minerals
whieh don't follow this rule. Herﬂufﬂ is nobt selid and
Limestone [LW'I"';'!:‘E' mineral) 15 made of dead animals wnd
shells s t-l-.i'.j are really organic.

JE\ rock 15 a mixbure of minerals. The word mixbure s
important becaute in science b means thab the minerals ore
Just  joined bogether with no chemical reackion. Granibe 19

o rock and 1t s made From mice, feldspar and quartz.

You can 5ee  these mynerals when you look ab w piece of arn.mte-
Quarkz 15 & minecel mode of silicon and oRrygen bult o chemical
reacbion has happened bebween them and thaa have combined ko

make o new Subshbance.
A Bﬁmstcna s o mineral. Some are rare which means bhey are
nob found emiLj. This makes them wvaluable. When bheﬂ are cuk

and. polished thﬁi—} make jzm&LLE.:}p and arnamenbs,

Lr:j.&‘:a,l.s ore 10 minerals and have o re&u.l.o.r patbbern of b'hn.pf,

bhat the same bype of Lrgatﬂ.[. will a,haajs grow in.
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Stone s o word nob wsed in Saatagj. Builders wse bhe word
EJ‘.one to degscribe the material EhP.H build with., T have used
the word skome Ffor pebbles found. ub beaches.

Pebbles are rounded, smoath rocks wsually  rounded by the seo.

bossile occur when on amimal dies and Sinks ko the Seabed.
Then Lhe body of the animal gebs buried (n mud  and sond
and all bthe Hesh and sobb parts rob ooy , Lea.w'nﬁ nnL\H the
skelebon., As the mud oand sand burns bo rock the skeleton
becomes fossilised in the rock. The rock then may be eroded
ey 30 bhe fossil can be seen. This, of course, takes millons
of years. Lobs of animals are not ever fossilised because bhe
dead. animal moy geb eaben and the skelebon broken wp betore
it had Eime to gel buried.
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Unapher Seven - ana_m;c. Win

) Qaﬂ-d-j to rock ¥ the leaflet said, T LhamgH‘; yes. T asked Tﬂj FRLLEE

"OF course,” she said. [ juinul. Rockwateh., [h rchU:j 's bhe besh
club on Eacth ! Vouw 3e.b m&jm.zfneﬁj fock cards, = you go ba
Qacku:akch evenks and Hﬂu. con  enkber a C.Gmpab[l‘.r'ﬂn. I did.

[ entered the Rockhound Chu.ﬁe.mIEJmckhmnd, seckion. I wrole a

repack which told Eomehh.'mj a,b;:lu_k me and how I wes inberested
in geolegy and. deseribed my collection - which 13 my museum
- wibh r\aEE‘.:’:, ::m‘.t.mple.ér ot lrxb&t&, I'.Eaitf.aﬁb,m_kato&uﬂf:, Feld nobes
and p}xntajraph&. L Pre&EnEuL it in a cliisp[ajl Folder, sent it in
the post and waited.

A letbec forme. L picked b wpi T opened b, There T sow o Letler
brom Rockwabeh. [E sad, 1"{::;.r-:.‘arr,-.]:.M_L.:Ju.lz|'(::.|‘1|f:.' You ace the winnec in
the G[LEES{JT“:} of Rockhound 1999, under 12s.” Wow! A rockwalkch
member  was Ltrbm'nl‘j rmkmg wii bh jo_j J

The presentabion was a.rra.naerl bar my prlzﬁ—am'nj with  an

officer from Rockwabch. He told me where & was. [ was so E}lm::-eai.

Behind, the SLEnes, a ::.p@:{cr.t bowr with the director of ...
" Dur D'Hnn..mfl:. Eorbh.”

P&
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A dﬂnﬂ.m;t win ok D'jnu.mit Larth mnkrn& Q. dﬂno.mir. r,laﬂ

Tlht Eru'H'i Lramblﬂl': un{l‘.e.r Hou.r F-:e.f:. Yau mow e u.u'H'n a SLtLCI'.E-F'-

1rflsﬂ..l- 35 wnder whter |!:v.l"n£.’||.r {',lw.f,n E,xpdriﬂncﬂ a me;ml
rinforest. More awarls me in o room wibh o lable Full
of prizes. Spemmms, books, & hammer, lens and more.

Evarﬂti’!mﬂ I need to collect with .

I can‘t describe mﬂ FIE.E-LIIHBE- OF Jlog- 5‘3 .
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QE[&re.nLE:&:

“ﬂwz, Blj A”l& ﬂu.!‘. GF Doars rﬁi:ﬂrjboaki
B';l .‘:L.rlaj Hughes.

GEr‘n Rﬂck I"Tu.smxm

Chain Road; Lreebown, Gauowaj,

u&nlockh&aﬁ. M WS EL

Goldscaur Row, Wanlockhead , Diumfriesshire.

Ruﬂat Museum of Scotland
Chambers streek, Ed.fni::u.rjk.

ﬂoal&uaLck

T Cedogioher Asorciabion
lehn EOH H’)«be

Pecadl 9, Londen WLV GAG

Ou.r' Dgnam-'c Earth
Hatﬁmnd. Eomi_j Ed.i'nburjh.
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http://www.gemrock.net/
http://www.leadminingmuseum.co.uk
http://www.nms.ac.uk/royal/
http://www.rockwatch.org.uk/
http://www.dynamicearth.co.uk/



